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• Brief history of surveillance – 1990’s:
– YRBS
– SDFSC administrative mandate to collect 

ATOD data
– SIG I – Colorado Kids Ignore Drugs (CKID)

• Development of the Colorado Youth Survey (CYS),, 
based on the Communities That Care Survey (CTC)
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• Brief history of surveillance – 2000’s:
– Attempt to coordinate administration of YRBS, 

CYS and Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS)
– Establish state-level surveillance coordinating 

group
– Repository of data and data use not clearly 

coordinated
– SIG II – Strategic Prevention Framework 

(Cohort I): establishment of EPI workgroup
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• SPF-SIG utilized existing infrastructures: 
– Leadership for the SPF-SIG are state department 

representatives from Prevention Leadership Council 
(PLC) and research partners

– PLC and SPF funded community representatives are the 
SPF-SIG Advisory Council

• SPF-SIG leadership established original State 
Epidemiological and Outcomes Workgroup 
(SEOW) as required by SPF-SIG
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• The function the of the original SEOW was to 
assess highest need areas based on indicators of 
major substance abuse and related issues, as well 
as gaps in needed resources to assist with 
identifying potential SPF communities

• After the initial epi work, state data need and the 
role of the SEOW began to shift

• Other initiatives, such as the state 
Methamphetamine Task Force and Violence 
Prevention began requesting assistance from the 
SEOW
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• Colorado Prevention Leadership Council (PLC) and the Collaborative 
Management Program State Steering Committee (CMP-SSC):

– Interagency collaborative groups addressing coordination, collaboration 
and integration of children and youth prevention, intervention and 
treatment services

• Priority area identified by both groups is the need for data sharing 
agreements across state departments to:

– Enhance long-range integrate and comprehensive planning at state and 
local level

– Improve resource utilization
– Improve assessment of the impact of services on social and health 

indicators
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• Utilizing the “new” existing structure: the SEOW 
will expand the State Epidemiological  Workgroup 
to areas beyond substance abuse in order to 
improve the utilization of data

• This expansion will support additional state 
priorities as well as support the original function 
of an epidemiological workgroup

• This expansion is called the Colorado State Data 
Sharing and Utilization Group (C-DSUG)
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Colorado Data Sharing and 
Utilization Group

• An umbrella group that is  a steering 
committee under the PLC

• Function is beyond substance abuse to 
include access and distribution of data and 
data utilization

• This group consists of individuals with 
vested interest in policy issues related to 
data sharing and utilization
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C-DSUG: 
Primary Focus Areas

• Data-sharing workgroup
• Local profiles development workgroup, furthering  

alignment between state and local priorities 
• Epidemiological workgroup for substance abuse 

and emerging trends, provide reactive data 
analysis to identified commissions, committees or 
other interagency group efforts
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Data Sharing Workgroup

• Sharing data in the aggregate among 
agencies and systems

• Examining client level information that 
flows between different agencies and 
management information systems
– Challenge: institutional and policy barriers, 

management information systems, 
confidentiality, data publication and reporting
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Developing Data Profiles
• Explore issues of data use at the community level
• Work with selected funding sources to develop a 

set of prioritized indicators and related data 
profiles

• Challenge: 
– State agencies difficulty with funding efforts to 

prioritize subsets of key indictors to focus assessment, 
funding and evaluation

– Communities are without sufficient guidance on how 
best to make use of increased access to large and 
diverse data sets.
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Epidemiological 
Workgroup

• Current Epi group meets need of SPF-SIG and 
others (Meth, Violence, etc.)

• There is need to conduct ongoing epidemiological 
data collection and analysis to examine, discuss 
and plan around emerging issues

• Additional efforts are needed to focus on reporting 
of data and guide discussions of substance abuse 
trends

• There is a need for data analysis and reporting to 
various policy-related efforts and for meaningful 
and long-term data analysis and reporting support
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Community Level Data

• Data-base development: ASsessment of 
Prevention Indicator Resources (ASPIRE)

• A web-based data system designed to store 
and manage indicator and resource data

• Contains indicator data within numerous 
domains such as demographics, early care 
and education, community and civic 
involvement, mental health, and substance 
abuse and treatment.
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Community Level Data

• Interactive GIS Mapping feature allows the 
creation of images that illustrate the 
distribution of indicators and resources 
across Colorado 

• The ASPIRE system contains community 
and coalition assessment tools and a 
reporting function that organizes output in a 
strategic plan document
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Indicator output
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Indicator output
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Indicator output
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Resource output
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Resource output
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Cluster Management
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Annotation of Queries
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Opening output within a cluster query
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Annotations of clusters
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ASPIRE Example Screen: 
Report Management
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Community Level Data

• Data availability through ASPIRE
• Assistance from C-DSUG for local level 

profiles 
• Training and technical assistance available 

to communities through the Regional 
Prevention System
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C-DSUG Development 

• Data sharing
• Survey coordination and data use:  local and 

state level
• Maintaining, upgrading and improving 

ASPIRE
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Contact information:

Stan Paprocki
Director of Prevention Services
Colorado Department of Human Services
Division of Behavioral Health
303-866-7503
stan.paprocki@state.co.us
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